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the leader which HE accepted in all humility. Presents
were also given to the other riders. The Lord and the
others, who formed the party of riders, then left the
palace.

60. RIVER MADE BIGGER

That night, soon after the moon rose at
mid-night the horses became jackals. They broke their
tether and bit the old horses which were also tethered in
the same stables. Then they ran helter skelter howling
aloud. They entered the city and caused a lot of havoc
eating sheep, fowls and pet animals reared by the
citizens and entering houses and damaging property.

The stable keepers were unable to do anything
in this unusual situation. They informed the king about
the occurrence. The king was enraged on hearing what
they had told him. Maanikkavaachakar, who did not know
anything about all this, came to the king as usual. The
king informed him about the transformation of the horses
Into jackals and then asked his men to chastise
Maanikkavaachakar once again. The king's men placed
big stones on his head and his two hands and made him
stand exposed to the mid-day sun with the face and eye
upturned so as to bear the brunt of the glare of the sun.
Maanikkavaachakar couldn't do anything but pray unto
Lord Somasundareswara,

The Lord caused the river Valgal to rise In
unprecedented floods. The flood waters entered the city
and caused considerable damange to life and property,
The citizens were frightened, The guards, who were
chastising Maanikkavaachakar, (In their anxiety to save